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Drew Dellinger

From a poem called òhieroglyphic stairwayò

It is 3:23 in the morningé



é while the planet was plundered



é and the Earth was unraveling:

More extreme events and people at risk



Heavy downpours

more frequent



Accelerating sea-level rise, melting 

permafrost, ecosystems disassembling



Streets filling with protesté



Disappearing 

Arctic sea-ice

Source:  NASA http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a003400/a003464/index.html
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In 2008, Arctic 

sea ice had 

declined > 33% 

below the 

1979-2000 

average.



A community that does not want to be told

òOne of the penalties of an ecological education is that 

one lives alone in a world of wounds. Much of the 

damage inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen. An 

ecologist must either harden his shell and make believe 

that the consequences of science are none of his 

business, or he must be the doctor who sees the marks 

of death in a community that believes itself well and 

does not want to be told otherwise.ó

Aldo Leopold, 1953

Round River



SRES (2000) 

growth rates in 

%/yr 2000-2010:

A1FI 2.71%

A1B 2.42%

A1T 1.63%

A2 2.13%

B1 1.79%

B2 1.61%

Observed     

2000-07 3.5%

Trajectory of global CO2 emissions
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Global warming commitment:

Irreversibility by any other name

Solomon et al. 2009, PNAS

1.8 ºF

3.6 ºF

5.4 ºF

7.2 ºF

Solomon et al. (2009)



Communicating urgency

òIf a red light blinks on in a cockpit, should          

the pilot ignore it until it speaks in an     

unexcited tone? éó

òExactly how should one point out that        

there are too many of us consuming too     

much stuff, trashing for short-term profit       

the life-support system that we and all       

other creatures depend upon? Is there any   

way to say that sweetly? Patiently? If one    

did, would anyone pay attention?óDonella Meadows



Do Americans care? Do they get the 

scope of the challenge?


